
Mr. Ramon E. Hall 
United States Nuclear 
Regulatory Commwion - Region IV 
Uranium Recovery field Office 
P.O. Box 15325. 
Denver, CO 80225 

s.lJA~ UcenS/: SUA-1482, Johnny M 

Dear Mr. Hall: 

May 16. 1991 
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As i have discussed yntb Ms. Jacoby, Hecla has initiated reclamation at the Johlllll)' M .site. 
Reclamation will be conducted in accordance with the plan awroved by the NRC. One of the 
license conditions is that we give the NRC notice of the reclamation activity to a.llow the NRC 
to conduct radiologi~::a! surveys at the site. It is our present understanding that, baIl'rin.g weather 
delays. Ute IOHs contaminated with bYI,roduet Itl:aterw will be removed from the site during the 
period May 13-22; we will complete our ra.di()~ogi(;:ru SUl'V4!!ys and soU &ampling (ill accordan(',e 
with the reclamation plan) &mm~duw;;ly thereafter. If the NRC ciects to be on site t.:o conduct 
radiological $urveys OJ[' in~. the l1'C:Cla.t1lalio~l :activiti.es after Va)' 22, we. will need prior 
notification s.ince we win have to rMke aCl'angemenlq; for our representative to open locked gates 
to the p:ropr;.'l1y. W fI:. win r.:.ot be 00 site during the perioo bf.tweenmaterial removal and 
rocontouring exc..ept for a limited time for our own survey v.'od.:. We intend to, recoliltouf the 
site duringlune, so your prompt attention to your survey requirement.'} will be appreciated. If 
you elect to not rome £0 the wire. we would apPl'«.ia&e nutification in that regard so that we do 
not unnecessarily delay (~ie conlrd£.:tor's work. (Such Ii: notification can b~:: given after our 
removal activitie.'£ are cornpf;tt.e if you so des.ire.) We wiU noti.fy your office ag;ain whe;n tJle 
contaminated .§Oil materiais bave befJl retuoved hum the sire. 

If your st.-Iliff elects to viStil: the sit.e to conduct r-ruiiologicai surveys, we:: would appreciate 
their prior review of materials which have been submitte4 to the NRC. Our previow~ surveys 
haNe identified the backgroLmd It.'Vel$ ofmdiation due to the OI$Wfe of the host rock and uranium 
ore in the area. I believe: that refamiliarization with the data and characteristics of U1C Johnny 
M site befo.re the 8i~~ visit wili e1!.pitditc youn' wor!!;: and allow us to C".>utinue with our 
rer.mttourlng work in a timeJy way. 

We p!'cviomdy ff'..qu~!$ies;lllh~t foUowing reclamation O~Jr lk.efi$(~ bt! rclea$if!~~ "nu~ Nne has 
r4!!qu~ned 2 munoor of d{,l(;Urilit~lfll!i r~latOO. to th(~: lru'!d ttruisfer ''':Xluh'enu!i1lS of Criterion i 1; it 
is our llUGell"St.aqlding that lh~:3l!~ documeflt~ are. now in )fOUl!' hamlfJi. We fwrtil.f.!t' understand t.hat 



completion of reclamation and verification sUrVeys and soil sampling which show byproouct 
mat.exialshave been removed to meet the specified levels of rc.diation emission (from byproduct 
nmterials)will allow our Johnny M li~se to be released. 

A ~vi.ew of your letter of OctoPer 10, 1990, in which you amended our license, we again 
identify lite statement that "At this time we are not able to specifically identify the conditions· 
that you must satisfy before remediation is sufficient and the license could be terminated. When 
tbeconditions have been defined for termination of YOUl!' license, we wiHcommunica!.e them toO 
you. " Since that letter we have had discussions with the NRC about the release of the license, 
and have pJ'leSumoo dlat the surface and mineral ownership issues and the questions about 
backfilling have been resolved. However. the NRC has not addressed any issues regarding 
~,mediatiQflto U! in the past six months; we therefore conclude that the approved reclamation 
plan is sufficient for site remediation and have proceeded to implement tbeplan. 

We appreciate your assistance in the r~;lamation of Iohnny M. If you have any questions, 
piease dOllot hesitate to call. Again, we will notify your office as soon as we have completed 
removal of tbebyproduct contaminated soils. . 

Very truly yours, 

~~~dl.-
Larry A. Drew 
Manager • Environmental Affairs 

LAD:csm 

cc: DawnJa.coby 
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